CLAIM AMENDMENTS 

Please replace all prior versions of the claims with the following listing of the 
revised claims. 

In The Claims: 

1 . (currently amended) A stent introducer comprising: a sheath made from 
a flexible plastic material, said sheath comprising an outer surface and an inner surface, 
said sheath comprising a beveled distal end and further having a slot extending though 
through a wall thereof and extending along an entire length of said sheath, wherein said 
sheath is adapted to be inserted through a hemostatic valve, said outer surface thereby 
engaging and opening said hemostatic valve and said inner surface providing an open 
passageway through which a stented catheter is passed to minimize contact between a 
stent thereon and said hemostatic valve. 

2. (original) The stent introducer according to claim 1 , further comprising a 
flange disposed at a proximal end, said flange comprising an outer periphery larger than 
an opening of said hemostatic valve thereby preventing said proximal end from passing 
through said hemostatic valve, said flange further comprising a beveled inner surface 
thereby providing a funnel guideway for said stented catheter. 

3. (currently amended) The stent introducer according to claim 1 , wherein 
sa i d shoath compr i sos a bovo l od d i sta l ond, said slot being is disposed at a heel of said 
bevel ed distal end . 

4. (original) The stent introducer according to claim 1 , wherein said inner 
surface of said sheath forms a substantially round cross-section in a free state. 

5. (original) The stent introducer according to claim 1, wherein said inner 
surface of said sheath forms two substantially half-round cross-sections in a free state, 
said two half-round cross-sections being connected to each other at one side and said 
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two half-round cross-sections defining said slot at another side, said slot being open in 
said free state. 

6. (original) The stent introducer according to claim 1 , wherein said sheath 
comprises a hinge connecting two adjacent portions of said sheath together. 

7. (original) The stent introducer according to claim 6, wherein said hinge 
comprises a section of said sheath formed from a thinner cross-section of said flexible 
plastic material than said two adjacent portions. 

8. (original) The stent introducer according to claim 1 , wherein a width of 
said slot is less than a diameter of said stented catheter. 

9. (original) The stent introducer according to claim 1 , wherein a width of 
said slot is less than fifty percent of a diameter of said stented catheter. 

10. (original) The stent introducer according to claim 1 , wherein said slot is 
substantially closed in a free state. 

1 1 . (original) The stent introducer according to claim 1 , wherein said sheath 
comprises a hinge connecting two adjacent portions of said sheath together and a width 
of said slot is greater than a diameter of said stented catheter. 

1 2. (currently amended) The stent introducer according to claim 1 , further 
comprising a flange disposed at a proximal end, said flange comprising an outer 
periphery larger than an opening of said hemostatic valve thereby preventing said 
proximal end from passing through said hemostatic valve, said flange further comprising 
a beveled inner surface thereby providing a funnel guideway for said stented catheter; 
wherein sa i d shoath compr i sos a bovo l od d i sta l ond, said slot boing |s disposed at a 
heel of said beveled distal end. 
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13. (original) The stent introducer according to claim 12, wherein a width of 
said slot is less than a diameter of said stented catheter. 

14. (currently amended) The stent introducer according to claim 1 , wherein 
said sh e ath compris e s a b e v ele d d i sta l e nd, said slot b ei ng is disposed at a heel of said 
bevel ed distal end ; and a width of said slot is less than a diameter of said stented 
catheter. 

1 5. (original) The stent introducer according to claim 14, wherein said sheath 
comprises a hinge connecting two adjacent portions of said sheath together. 

16. (original) The stent introducer according to claim 1, wherein said inner 
surface of said sheath forms two substantially half-round cross-sections in a free state, 
said two half-round cross-sections being connected to each other at one side and said 
two half-round cross-sections defining said slot at another side, said slot being open in 
said free state; and said sheath comprises a hinge connecting said two half-round 
cross-sections together. 

17. (currently amended) The stent introducer according to claim 16, further 
comprising a flange disposed at a proximal end, said flange comprising an outer 
periphery larger than an opening of said hemostatic valve thereby preventing said 
proximal end from passing through said hemostatic valve, said flange further comprising 
a beveled inner surface thereby providing a funnel guideway for said stented catheter; 
wherein said shoath compr i s e s a b e v e l e d d i sta l end, said slot b ei ng js disposed at a 
heel of said bevel ed distal end : and said hinge comprises a section of said sheath 
formed from a thinner cross-section of said flexible plastic material than said two half- 
round cross-sections. 

1 8. (original) The stent introducer according to claim 1 , wherein said inner 
surface of said sheath forms a substantially round cross-section in a free state, and 
wherein said slot is substantially closed in a free state. 
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19. (currently amended) The stent introducer according to claim 1 , wherein 
said sh e ath compris e s a b e v ele d dista l e nd, said slot b e ing is disposed at a heel of said 
bevel ed distal end ; said sheath comprises a hinge connecting two adjacent portions of 
said sheath together and a width of said slot is greater than a diameter of said stented 
catheter; and said hinge comprises a section of said sheath formed from a thinner 
cross-section of said flexible plastic material than said two adjacent portions. 

20. (currently amended) The stent introducer according to claim 1 , wherein 
sa i d shoath comprises a bovolod distal ond, said slot bo i ng is disposed at a heel of said 
bevel ed distal end ; and said sheath comprises a hinge connecting two adjacent portions 
of said sheath together. 

21 . (currently amended) A stent introducer comprising: a beveled distal end, 
a flanged proximal end, a sheath extending between said beveled distal end and said 
flanged proximal end, said sheath being made from a flexible plastic material and 
comprising an outer surface and an inner surface, and a slot extending though through 
a wall and along an entire length thereof, wherein said sheath is adapted to be inserted 
into a hemostatic valve, said outer surface thereby engaging and opening said 
hemostatic valve and said inner surface thereby providing an open passageway through 
which a stented catheter is passed to minimize contact between a stent thereon and 
said hemostatic valve. 

22. (currently amended) A introducer comprising: a sheath made from a 
flexible plastic material, said sheath comprising an outer surface and an inner surface 
and a flange disposed at a proximal end thereof, said flange comprising an outer 
periphery larger than an opening of said hemostatic valve thereby preventing said 
proximal end from passing through said hemostatic valve, said flange further comprising 
a beveled inner surface thereby providing a funnel guidewav for said endovascular 
medical instrument , said sheath further having a slot extending though through a wall 
thereof and extending along an entire length of said sheath, wherein said sheath is 
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adapted to be inserted through a hemostatic valve, said outer surface thereby engaging 
and opening said hemostatic valve and said inner surface providing an open 
passageway through which a endovascular medical instrument is passed to minimize 
contact between said endovascular medical instrument and said hemostatic valve. 

23. (cancelled). 

24. (original) The introducer according to claim 22, wherein said sheath 
comprises a beveled distal end, said slot being disposed at a heel of said bevel. 

25. (original) The introducer according to claim 22, wherein said inner surface 
of said sheath forms a substantially round cross-section in a free state. 

26. (original) The introducer according to claim 22, wherein said inner surface 
of said sheath forms two substantially half-round cross-sections in a free state, said two 
half-round cross-sections being connected to each other at one side and said two half- 
round cross-sections defining said slot at another side, said slot being open in said free 
state. 

27. (original) The introducer according to claim 22, wherein said sheath 
comprises a hinge connecting two adjacent portions of said sheath together. 

28. (original) The introducer according to claim 27, wherein said hinge 
comprises a section of said sheath formed from a thinner cross-section of said flexible 
plastic material than said two adjacent portions. 

29. (original) The introducer according to claim 22, wherein a width of said 
slot is less than a diameter of said endovascular medical instrument. 

30. (original) The introducer according to claim 22, wherein a width of said 
slot is less than fifty percent of a diameter of said endovascular medical instrument. 
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31 . (original) The introducer according to claim 22, wherein said slot is 
substantially closed in a free state. 

32. (original) The introducer according to claim 22, wherein said sheath 
comprises a hinge connecting two adjacent portions of said sheath together and a width 
of said slot is greater than a diameter of said endovascular medical instrument 

33. (currently amended) The introducer according to claim 22, further 
compris i ng a f l ang o d i sposed at a prox i ma l end, sa i d flange comprising an outor 
p e r i ph e ry l arg e r than an open i ng of said h e mostatic valv e th e r e by prev e nting sa i d 
proxima l ond from pass i ng through said homostatic va l vo, sa i d flango further compr i s i ng 
a bovo l od i nner surface thoroby prov i d i ng a funno l gu i doway for said ondovascu l ar 
mod i cal i nstrument; wherein said sheath comprises a beveled distal end, said slot being 
disposed at a heel of said bevel. 

34. (original) The introducer according to claim 33, wherein a width of said 
slot is less than a diameter of said endovascular medical instrument. 

35. (original) The introducer according to claim 22, wherein said sheath 
comprises a beveled distal end, said slot being disposed at a heel of said bevel; and a 
width of said slot is less than a diameter of said endovascular medical instrument. 

36. (original) The introducer according to claim 35, wherein said sheath 
comprises a hinge connecting two adjacent portions of said sheath together. 

37. (original) The introducer according to claim 22, wherein said inner surface 
of said sheath forms two substantially half-round cross-sections in a free state, said two 
half-round cross-sections being connected to each other at one side and said two half- 
round cross-sections defining said slot at another side, said slot being open in said free 
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state; and said sheath comprises a hinge connecting said two half-round cross-sections 
together. 

38. (currently amended) The introducer according to claim 37, furth e r 
compr i sing a f l ango d i sposed at a proxima l ond, sa i d f l ange compris i ng an outor 
per i phory largor than an open i ng of sa i d hemostat i c va l vo thoroby prev e nting sa i d 
prox i ma l ond from pass i ng through said h e mostatic valv e , sa i d flang e furth e r compr i s i ng 
a bevolod i nnor surface thoroby prov i d i ng a funne l gu i doway for sa i d ondovascu l ar 
medica l i nstrument; wherein said sheath comprises a beveled distal end, said slot being 
disposed at a heel of said bevel; and said hinge comprises a section of said sheath 
formed from a thinner cross-section of said flexible plastic material than said two half- 
round cross-sections. 

39. (original) The introducer according to claim 22, wherein said inner surface 
of said sheath forms a substantially round cross-section in a free state, and wherein 
said slot is substantially closed in a free state. 

40. (original) The introducer according to claim 22, wherein said sheath 
comprises a beveled distal end, said slot being disposed at a heel of said bevel; said 
sheath comprises a hinge connecting two adjacent portions of said sheath together and 
a width of said slot is greater than a diameter of said endovascular medical instrument; 
and said hinge comprises a section of said sheath formed from a thinner cross-section 
of said flexible plastic material than said two adjacent portions. 

41 . (original) The introducer according to claim 22, wherein said sheath 
comprises a beveled distal end, said slot being disposed at a heel of said bevel; and 
said sheath comprises a hinge connecting two adjacent portions of said sheath 
together. 
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